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Abstract: Electric vehicles (EVs) have received massive consideration in the automotive industries
due to their improved performance, efficiency and capability to minimize global warming and
carbon emission impacts. The utilization of EVs has several potential benefits, such as increased use
of renewable energy, less dependency on fossil-fuel-based power generations and energy-storage
capability. Although EVs can significantly mitigate global carbon emissions, it is challenging to
maintain power balance during charging on-peak hours. Thus, it mandates a comprehensive impact
analysis of high-level electric vehicle penetration in utility grids. This paper investigates the impacts
of large-scale EV penetration on low voltage distribution, considering the charging time, charging
method and characteristics. Several charging scenarios are considered for EVs’ integration into
the utility grid regarding power demand, voltage profile, power quality and system adequacy. A
lookup-table-based charging approach for EVs is proposed for impact analysis, while considering
a large-scale integration. It is observed that the bus voltage and line current are affected during
high-level charging and discharging of the EVs. The residential grid voltage sag increases by about
1.96% to 1.77%, 2.21%, 1.96 to 1.521% and 1.93% in four EV-charging profiles, respectively. The
finding of this work can be adopted in designing optimal charging/discharging of EVs to minimize
the impacts on bus voltage and line current.

Keywords: plug-in electric vehicles; grid integration; power demand; voltage profile; grid resolution;
impact-assessment process

1. Introduction

Air pollution in shipping, manufacturing and coal-fired electricity generation, exac-
erbated by fossil-fuel combustion, has become a critical problem for the global climate in
recent years [1]. Climate change, incremental energy prices and reliance on fossil fuels
are significant challenges nowadays [2]. These complicated issues are intimately asso-
ciated with the heavy conventional electric energy generations which depend on fossil

Sustainability 2021, 13, 10943. https://doi.org/10.3390/su131910943 https://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability

https://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability
https://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3556-7774
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9060-4454
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8505-8011
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6874-9371
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8952-4190
https://doi.org/10.3390/su131910943
https://doi.org/10.3390/su131910943
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.3390/su131910943
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/19/10943?type=check_update&version=4


Sustainability 2021, 13, 10943 2 of 18

fuels [3]. Researchers and governments worldwide have contributed to limiting fossil fuels
by awakening and substituting clean energy solutions [4,5]. One of the most comprehensive
methods of addressing global climate change is to move towards sustainable mobility. EVs
are an ecologically friendly way to decarbonize the transportation sector. The EV charging
station is typically powered by the electricity grid; however, a solar photovoltaic system
may be used instead of the electricity grid for EV-charging stations [6]. The electric vehicle
(EV) is an alternative solution to conventional vehicles, as it reduces emissions, helps
eliminate the impacts of higher fuel costs and enforces environmental regulation [7,8]. EVs
are extensively identified as an effective solution for reducing greenhouse gas emissions
and reconfiguring urban area’s energy structures.

Many countries have viewed EVs as one of the most prevalent development legis-
lations [9]. Reducing oil and gas dependency, reducing carbon electricity demand and
enhancing environmental efficiency, EVs have a significant potential to increase energy
security [10,11]. Ghosh [6] presented a comprehensive analysis on the impacts of EVs
towards decarbonization in terms of efficient battery management system (BMS); fast
charging facility; and numerous sociotechnical challenges, incentives, benefits and govern-
ment policies. Nevertheless, EV batteries have several limitations with regard to a short
lifespan, battery-health degradation, aging, long charging duration, overcharging and
over-discharging issues, charge and voltage unbalancing, temperature influences, thermal
runaway, overheating and fire threats [12,13]. Thus, a BMS is required to improve the
battery performance including efficient charging–discharging operation, temperature con-
trol, health assessment, fault diagnosis and protection. Bhattacharjee et al. [14] developed
an optimized thermal management scheme, emphasizing air-cooling and liquid-cooling
approaches to examine the performance of lithium-ion batteries at high discharge rates.
The proposed cooling method reduces the battery peak temperature from 49.76 to 27.43
◦C, at a 2 ◦C discharging rate. Moreover, the rapid growth of EVs has created several
problems in the electrical grid, such as charging scheduling, optimal energy transfer in
the vehicle-to-grid (V2G) or grid-to-vehicle (G2V) operation, grid integration technical
issues and dynamic pricing [15]. Moreover, high-level EV penetration with the utility
grids creates several problems, such as high load profile in peak hour, transmission losses,
phase unbalance, harmonics and system instability [16]. These problems decrease the
performance efficiency and reliability of the electrical power network. Hence, it is essential
to track the effects of EVs on the worst condition in the grid. Numerous research works
have been underway to evaluate the EV’s impacts, focusing on economic, environmental
and grid evaluations [17]. However, the systematic approach of the quantitative analysis of
these problems is missing in the existing literature. Therefore, this work is mainly focused
on designing an efficient method of analyzing the impacts of large-scale EV penetration
with the utility grids.

Although EV charging has detrimental impacts on power quality, some research has
been conducted to minimize the effects by using a collaborative charging technique [18].
The spatial and temporal load curve adjustments by coordinated charging methods of EVs
can improve the system’s reliability. An efficient charging approach helps to minimize the
cost of charging and peak charge level. However, an individual case was not considered
for the analysis of the negative impact on the grid of the unordered charging. Several
researches have been published considering voltage reliability in the power system [19,20].
In general, charging EVs can have two significant impacts on the electrical grid. Firstly, the
extra demand for recharging EV batteries supplied in residential households while parking
and charging vehicles mainly during the night would affect the total energy requirements
and make electricity, transmission and delivery management more difficult [21]. Secondly,
EVs would either have to be interpreted as a distributed storage system or as versatile
loads functioning as a virtual power plant (VPP). In automated smart grids, applications of
the vehicle-to-grid (V2G) and coordinated EV charging aim to better incorporate unused
renewable energies and generally improve electricity systems operation and reliability [11].
However, the impacts of large-scale EVs on power quality, especially, the voltage profile
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and power demand, should be analyzed carefully. Power consumption by plug-in hybrid
electric vehicles (PHEVs) depends on many factors that can be driver dependent or in-
dependent. The best driving technique was chosen based on the primary variable that
determined the economics of a given drive system. Four driving strategies were chosen to
examine which one might provide the most benefits [22]. Battery aging and energy prices
have significant impacts on the economics of PHEVs. A real-world-dri-ing-behavior-based
simulation model for PHEVs on the electricity grid allows us to compare the impact of
various charging techniques. It illustrates that using the right charging strategy may extend
battery life and lower charging expenses. According to the findings, automakers should
develop sophisticated charging techniques [23].

Various studies have been carried out in relation to the integration of EVs and their
potential impacts on the utility grid. In Reference [24], the authors investigated grid impact
on the operation of ten electrified vehicles and solar stations for two years considering
load scheduling problems. However, the analysis results for daily power demand were not
considered in this study. Moreover, this study did not consider transformer load factors
and other power quality parameters. In Reference [25], a framework was proposed for
adequacy analysis, while the simulation results illustrated that the proposed approach
effectively enhances adequacy evaluation of the power network. This study considered
one ideal charging schedule, whereas voltage deviation, voltage sag and hourly power
demand have not been considered. In Reference [26], a systematic co-modeling and
simulation framework to evaluate the medium-scale EV-charging impacts on the power
distribution network were proposed. However, the size of the AC distribution system
and load demand before and after EV charging are not considered. In Reference [27], the
authors evaluated the impact of EVs on power loss, system voltage profile and line loading
by considering low- and large-scale EV integration. This study considered a single EV-
charging scenario for a 24-h period only, while the SOC of the EV battery was not studied.
The authors of Reference [28] focused on enhancing significant issues at the time of large-
scale EVs deployment in the Indian market. This study provides a contextual overview
of battery-based EV integration and impacts on Delhi’s distribution grid. In contrast, the
SOC of different types of EVs battery, grid power quality and charging schedule were
not contemplated. In Reference [29], the author provided an overview of the present
E-mobility scenario in Germany, and they also analyzed the possible role of E-mobility for
the distribution grid. This study considered one ideal charging schedule, whereas the SOC
of different types of EV batteries and the power quality of the grid were not considered. In
Reference [30], the author presented a control strategy for a V2G-integration-based radial
power distribution grid, as well as regulation schemes, which were developed at both the
microgrid level and distribution level. The proposed V2G integration control schemes
were simulated and verified in a modified IEEE 37 bus distribution system. The simulation
results were presented to show the effectiveness of the V2G integration control algorithms.
Moreover, this study considered voltage profiles only for a short period. For integrating
large-scale EVs with the power grid, a framework Distributed Resource Allocation (DRA)
approach was proposed by the authors in Reference [31]. The major goal of the study was
to acquire an approving charging strategy for the grid, which was connected with PEVs in
such a way that it satisfied both grid objectives in terms of load profile smoothening and
minimizing load shifting. In contrast, the power quality of the grid and charging schedule
were not broadly presented in this study.

This research investigates the power demand and voltage profile considering the
abovementioned research gaps for large-scale EV integration with different charging sce-
narios. Considering the integration of EVs into the transport and power grid, it is essential
to understand the charge demand. Another significant contribution of this research is
that the EVs’ charging infrastructure, using the lookup-table method, was proposed while
considering the cyber–physical grid model with the help of a bottom-up approach. The
system model, EV-charging approach with a lookup table and the associated controllers
are developed in MATLAB Simulink. The novelty in this study are as follows:
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• Development of cyber–physical grid model in MATLAB Simulink following bottom-
up approach.

• Development of Electric Vehicles charging infrastructure by using the lookup-table
method in different time schedule (100 electric vehicles).

• Residential load profile designing for 1000 households.
• Analyzing residential power demand and voltage profile for 24 h.

This paper is organized into five sections. Section 2 presents the overview of EVs’
impact on the utility grid. Section 3 explains the methodology and the development of
the cyber–physical grid model. The general operation of EV-charging infrastructure and
modeling are further discussed in this section, as well. Section 4 outlines the simulation
results and the findings of this study. The concluding remarks are highlighted in Section 5.

2. Overview of Electric Vehicles’ Impact on the Utility Grid

Electrical-energy-based transportation is a promising solution to conventional trans-
port networks and contributes to reducing climate-change problems. The integration of
EVs with electrical networks follows many international charging protocols. EV integration
has both challenges and opportunities in society. The adverse effects of EVs have been
classified and carefully reviewed in the literature [32]. Remedial steps for negative impacts
have also been identified with the potential research developments. The increase in EV
penetration contributes to substantially increased grid power demand for charging; as a
result, it has some unexpected impacts on the power grid [33–35]. In these circumstances,
the power grid faces many problems. To mitigate these problems and to implement pre-
ventive measures, it is important to evaluate the impact of large-scale EV penetration in
our utility grid. The EV-impact evaluation is based on many significant conditions, such
as different characteristics of EV batteries, driving distances, profiles for fleet charging,
various levels of EV penetration, tariffs, location of charging, charging patterns, strategies
of charging, driving patterns for EVs, charging time, battery state of charge, demand
response techniques and so on [36,37]. The following section discusses the power quality
and peak demand issues that arise in the electricity grid from the large-scale integration
of EVs.

2.1. Issues of Phase Unbalance and Voltage Instability

Voltage instability is one of the major problems that has been observed in the electrical
grid in the presence of high penetration of EVs. The cause is that the power grid typically
runs up to the system’s reliability constraints and has significant load demands. Different
features and charging schedules of EVs also cause instability problems [38]. The attributes
of the load significantly affect the reliability of the grid voltage. The complications of
voltage fluctuations arise in the distribution grids and the EVs connection points [39,40].
The Monte Carlo simulation approaches for two scenarios, namely the uncoordinated
charging system and the V2G technology, were proposed to investigate the effect of EV
charging on grid voltage deviation below the tolerance level of 7% for the Chinese 10 kVA
distribution network [41]. The study demonstrated that voltage values with 90% of EV
integration in the Chinese distribution network were regulated in the V2G charging mode.
The penetration rate of 60% or above with coordinated charging systems exceeds operating
conditions and significantly changes the voltages of the network. The EV-charging system
can perform the load balancing and maintain the minimum voltage difference between
off-peak and peak load demands [42]. The smart charging technique can help integrate up
to 50% EVs, while keeping the voltage deviation within the acceptable limits [18].

In Reference [43], the EV-charging model was built with constant power and negative
exponential load components in the Simulink configuration. The model simulation was
conducted using the IEEE-43 bus distribution network and the investigation was carried
out based on several variables including location, number of charging stations of EVs and
power factor based on load margin. The outcomes demonstrated that fast charging of
EVs was commonly employed as a solution for voltage instability problems. A wide area
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management technique was introduced in Reference [36] to enhance the voltage instability
problems for different degrees of penetration in EVs.

2.2. Impact Analysis of Load Profile and Peak Demand

Several studies were conducted to assess load profile and distribution grid demand
of EV-charging strategies. The research into substantial peak demand was carried out as
a result of the increasing usage of EVs. In Reference [34], the study revealed that 100%
penetration of EVs with uncoordinated charging system introduces higher peaks in demand
which surpasses the required electricity generation capacity on average load days. Another
research [44] was conducted in Western Australia Perth electricity grid, based on 100%
EV integration with an uncoordinated charge system in the grid. The result illustrated
that the peak demands exceeded the daily average power. In a similar report, the effect
of an uncoordinated charging scenario with an integration level of 30% EVs increased
the peak demand to 53% [45]. Uncontrolled charging in suburban areas resulted in a
significant increase in EV penetration, up to 10%. A significant increase in peak demand
is also found within the typical EV-charge scenario. The impact of coordinated charging
increased by 53%, with a penetration rate of 30% in EVs [46]. However, without increased
generation capacity, only time-of-use (ToU) tariff plans and structured charging situations
can significantly reduce peak demand [47].

In Reference [48], the authors showed that the current US grid network capability can
accommodate penetration levels of up to 73% of EVs. To determine the load profile’s effect,
a scientific study [32] was undertaken on the German power system in 2030. However,
42 million Internal Combustion Engine (ICE) cars are supplemented by electric vehicles.
The study also showed that a 16% lower peak load could be accomplished using one
million EVs as a storage grid stabilizer. Reference [49] presents an hourly overview of
the Korean grid featuring criteria, such as EVs charge position. This study emphasizes
the stability of the delivery grid as a result of additional charging scenarios for EVs. The
dilemma of the peak load profile is therefore addressed with ToU tariff arrangements.
In [50], the authors proposed a strategy considering uncoordinated EV charging and high
penetration of renewable energy sources (RESs), which is based on nine scenarios with a
different installed capacity of solar and wind power generation. The optimization results
demonstrate that 7.9% and 7% costs of EVs aggregator could reduce when RESs installation
capacity is 5 and 10 MW, respectively.

In another study [51], a grid analysis was conducted, considering 30% EV-penetration
levels in the Estonian electricity grid to evaluate the impact of coordinated and uncoordi-
nated charging of EVs. The findings illustrated that a 5% rise in peak load was reported for
uncoordinated changing, and a 4% increase in peak demand was observed for coordinated
charging. However, the coordinated charging, especially at night, avoided the rise of sud-
den peaks in the demand curve. In Reference [52], in comparison, the nighttime-controlled
charging approach has been balancing with the load profile. The researchers proposed an
intelligent charging technique to avoid peak residential and EVs load duplication. The
offering includes various charging options, having fast charging, AC charging, easy DC
charging and the possibility of battery swaps. Queuing model serves to predict delays
across multiple charging plants. A principle of partial charging is employed to avoid
duplication of EVs and maximum residential load. The ideal challenge is to find a mini-
mal charge time, expense and travel time to provide an efficient charging station with an
optimized solution. Improved meta-heuristic optimization of the colony was carried out,
and the proposed findings suggest a decrease in the charging cost of 15% and a waiting
period of 25%. However, to the best of the authors’ knowledge, the lookup-table-based
EV-integration impacts have not been analyzed while considering the power quality issues.
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3. Design Methodology and Grid Modeling
3.1. Structure of Electric Vehicles Charging Infrastructure

Grid connectivity, EV and network operator contact, and meter are essential for the
advantage of grid-to-vehicle (G2V) service. Figure 1 shows the overall grid-to-vehicle
(G2V) framework implementation, its specifications and G2V power flow.
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Figure 1. Architecture of grid model and EV-charging infrastructure.

Considering the V2G infrastructure, distributed storage capacities have impacts on
grid operation. Electric vehicles have the energy backup ability to build and use their
energy storage devices for energy supply in low-voltage grids. EVs can contribute to the
collection and distribution of grid resources. It leads to the injection of electricity into the
distribution grid as required and functions as a reservoir of distributed storage capacity.
EVs can serve as a power source on the delivery side for emergency generators. As EVs are
attached to a power supply, they can be used in two separate modes:

• Charging mode, known as G2V mode.
• Discharge mode, known as V2G mode.

EV is a grid load in the first mode, while in the second mode, EV supplies power to
the utility grid. Thus, EV is known as load or generation depending on the connection
modes. When vehicles are in charge mode, they can store energy; meanwhile, they release
energy during discharge. EVs can serve as a quick response load, but they can be a
generator/power source for the distribution network (DN) if they plug in the grid V2G
technology-enabled mode. This study shows various EV charging modes, concerning the
different charging demands and time scales. The voltage profile and distribution grid
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power demand were assessed from these scenarios. Furthermore, large-scale EV integration
was considered by incorporating a lookup-table-based approach.

3.2. Grid Modeling

The grid consists of three major parts: (i) a diesel generator, functioning as the foun-
dation power generator; (ii) a solar farm for renewable energy production; and (iii) the
utility grid. Diesel generators are typically employed as emergency energy systems for
most large-scale and commercial systems to maintain a continuous power supply. The
electricity generated from the grid integrated PV farms depends on several factors: (1) the
size of the area covered by the PV farm, (2) the solar panels’ performance and (3) the solar
radiation statistics. During the low-demand day in spring or fall, the microgrid (presented
in Figure 1) covers a community of about one thousand residences. There are 100 electric
vehicles in the simple model, ensuring that the vehicles and residences have a 1:10 ratio for
coordinate scenarios. The load consists of a residential and an asynchronous machine that
acts as an industrial inductive load on the grid. The residential load fits an energy factor
utilization profile. The asynchronous system is modeled by a square relationship between
rotor velocity and mechanical torque. To monitor the battery charges, four separate EV
user profiles are implemented:

• Profile 1: People would have the possibility of charging their EVs at work.
• Profile 2: People have been able to charge their EVs at work.
• Profile 3: People going to work with no possibility to charge their EVs at work.
• Profile 4: People working a night shift.

3.3. Design of Electric Vehicles Charging Profile

Estimating the state of charge (SOC) of EVs batteries is critical to avoid overcharging
and a lower depth-of-discharge (DoD) level. The SOC can be used to design different
controllers for improving the battery’s life cycle. The SOC of a battery is generally specified
as the ratio between its current capacity (Qt) and its nominal capacity (Qn).

SOC =
Qt
Qn

(1)

SOC is a key indicator for measuring EV batteries’ storage status. SOC forecasts fast
charging, long life cycle and high-capacity density of batteries. However, the accurate SOC
analysis of batteries is complicated, due to various properties under different working
conditions. Alternative techniques have been developed to estimate SOC without details
on battery chemical reactors, battery models, interior features and extra filters.

As shown in Figure 2, SOC estimation methods are broadly categorized into several
groups: (i) the lookup-table technique, (ii) the coulomb counting approach, (iii) model-
based estimate techniques, (iv) data-driving measurement methods and (v) the hybrid
methodology [53]. The lookup-table approach usually uses direct mapping of SOCs with
external parameters, such as an open-circuit voltage (OCV) impedance. This approach
consists of tabulating relationships by performing intense physical examinations to charac-
terize battery behavior [5]. The approach of the OCV-lookup table is straightforward in
principle and very descriptive [54]. In this study, to estimate the SOC-lookup-table method
and develop a schedule, four charging profiles and a plug-in state were used.
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The OCV-based SOC estimation process flowchart is shown in Figure 3. For a set
interval to enter the depolarization stage, the lithium-ion battery (LIB) is charged. After
that, using current pulses, the LIB is completely discharged. Then the battery is kept at
rest for a set time, and the subsequent OCV of LIB is measured. The association between
the OCV and the SOC is then mapped. During the charging period, the OCV display is
accompanied by a similar process. When the lookup table is developed, the SOC level is
given by evaluating the LIB’s simultaneous OCV. The LIB is typically run on an ongoing
basis, in real-world implementations, outside the laboratory setting.
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3.4. Design of Charging Infrastructure

This study simulates the charging profile, using an efficient lookup-table method in
terms of learning efficiency, reliability, generalized efficiency and speed towards improved
SOC evaluations. The proposed approach shows accuracy, adaptability and robustness
in various operational situations. The system architecture developed in the MATLAB
Simulink environment is demonstrated in Figure 4.
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The charging method includes the battery current and the original SOC value to
evaluate SOC and battery end voltages. The SOC is associated with the overall battery
capacities (Cbat), as shown in the following equation.

SOC(t+1) = SOC(t) +
1

Cbat

∫
(−Ibatt)dt(t + 1) (2)

The open-circuit voltage of a battery (Vbatt oc) is calculated using the current SOC
value from a lookup table. Vbatt oc and the internal battery resistance rbatt measure the
terminal voltage, as shown in the following equation.

Vbatt = Vbatt(OC) − Ibatt × rbatt (3)

The simulation technique is developed for the EV model using the available data
to test vehicle parameters. The engine power for the first iteration was set to zero, so
that the model fit the EV charging/discharging profile better [55,56]. This approach was
introduced, since the vehicle model must first be tested as a real-world vehicle would to
ensure accurate simulation performance.

3.5. EV Driving Pattern

Although the EV can be used as a controllable load, the representation of EV-charging
power as a particular load curve is complicated. Since the EV drives in a stochastic form,
probabilistic methods for imitating EV driving characteristics are used.
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The charge-depleting mode is designed to run EVs between the SOC 0.4 and 0.9. The
All Electrical range of Rd, using EV, before the upcoming at the end of moving interval R is
calculated as follows:

SOCin =


(

1 − R
Rd

)
,0 < R < 0.9 × Rd

0.4,otherwise
(4)

In this study, the battery average power is assumed 40 kW and battery efficiency of
90%. The power required to charge the EV battery fully can be expressed as follows:

PEV = (1 − SOCin)×
40kW
90%

(5)

The parameters for the plug-in charging time and travel distance for each vehicle type
under consideration are as shown in Figure 5. High-range charge-depletion mode means
that the probability of charging is zero. Low-range charge-depletion mode implies that the
likelihood of charging is high. Hence, EVs are in charging mode when connected to the
distribution grid.
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4. Results and Discussions

This section presents the simulation results, considering the four scenarios presented
above. The detailed results are presented and discussed in the upcoming subsections.

4.1. Impact on Local Residential Electrical Grid Power Demand

To assess the influence of EV-charging coordinated on the electric power distribution
structure, this study considered a distribution transformer with 1000 residential loads.
Table 1 presents the influence of the coordinated EV charging on distribution network
integrated with residential electric power under fast EV charging, assuming an EV market
share of 40% for four different charging profiles.
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Table 1. Various EV-charging profiles of residential electrical power demand under the electricity
distribution transformer, considering 1000 residential loads.

Charging Profile Profile 1 Profile 2 Profile 3 Profile 4

Number of EVs 100 100 100 100
Average Power demand (kW) without EV 8500 8500 8500 8500

Average Power demand (kW) with EV 10,850 9200 11,800 8800
Power demand Increase daily (%) 27.05 8.23 37 4.17

Average hourly transformer load factor 0.43 0.368 0.47 0.36
Peak transformer load factor 0.512 0.56 0.512 0.156

The simulated residential-grid-power-demand profile without electric-vehicle charg-
ing stations is demonstrated in Figure 6a. The power demand scenario for the 40% EVs
adoption in the residential grid for EV charging Profile 1 is shown in Figure 6b, from 8:40
a.m. to 9:20 a.m. This time, which shows power demand increases from 7.5 to 12.8 MW. It
means the power demand increases in the grid by 53%. From 6:15 p.m. to 6:50 p.m., the
EVs are in a charging fleet, and the power demand rises from 10 to 14.2 MW. The power
demand increases in the grid by 42% more than the conventional residential demand. The
daily power-demand increase in the residential grid is 27.05%. The analytical results also
consider the average transformer load factor and peak transformer load factor, as shown
below.

average transformer load factor =
average hourly power consumption

transformer nominal power
(6)
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Figure 6. (a) Residential grid power demand without electric-vehicle charging station. (b) Residential grid power demand
with electric-vehicle charging station (Profile 1). (c) Residential grid power demand with electric-vehicle charging station
(Profile 2). (d) Residential grid power demand with electric-vehicle charging station (Profile 3). (e) Residential grid power
demand with electric-vehicle charging station (Profile 4).
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The investigation exhibited an average transformer load factor of 0.43 when the EV-
charging-station integration with the residential power grid. The average transformer load
factor of 0.34 is found when the residential power grid has no EV charging station.

Peak transformer load factor =
peak hourly power consumption

transformer nominal power
(7)

From 8:40 a.m. to 9:20 a.m., the peak transformer load factor (definition is shown in
the equation above) is 0.512, and from 6:15 p.m. to 6:50 p.m., the peak transformer load
factor of 0.568 is observed. The EVs’ adoption scenario for Profile 2 is demonstrated in
Figure 6c. In the afternoon, from 5:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m., the EVs are in charging fleet, and
the power demand rises from 10 to 14.2 MW, which shows a 42% increment compared
to conventional residential demand. An average transformer load factor of 0.368 was
observed when the EV charging station was integrated with the residential power grid.
Moreover, an average transformer load factor of 0.34 was found when the residential power
grid has no EV charging station.

The power-demand scenario for EV charging Profile 3 is revealed in Figure 6d, from
8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. It is observed that the power demand increases 7.5 to 12.4 MW, which
corresponds to a 53% increment. From 7:15 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., the EVs are in charging
fleet, and the power demand rises from 10 to 14 MW. The hourly power demand increases
in the grid by 42% more than the conventional residential demand. The daily power-
demand increase in the residential grid is 37%. The analysis shows an average transformer
load factor of 0.47 when the EV charging station is integrated with the residential power
grid. When there is no EV charging station, an average transformer load factor of 0.34 is
experienced. From 7:40 a.m. to 8:50 a.m., the peak transformer load factor is 0.512, and
from 6:50 p.m. to 7:45 p.m., the peak transformer load factor is 0.568 for the system with
EV integration.

A residential power-demand increment of 3.9 MW for EV-charging Profile 4 is shown
in Figure 6e, from 3:40 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. This represents the hourly power demand increase
in the grid by 74.47% more than the conventional residential demand. The daily power
demand increase in the residential grid is 4.71%, showing an average transformer load
factor of 0.36 when the EV charging station integrates with the residential power grid.
However, the load factor is reduced by 0.02 when the residential power grid has no EV
charging station. From 3:40 a.m. to 5:00 a.m., we observed a peak transformer load factor
of 0.156.

The analysis demonstrates the total residential power demand at the distribution
transformer under four scenarios and 40% EV integration during a day. The analysis aims
to explore the minimum influence and a large-scale EV-integration scenario. This study
considers fast charging to illustrate the impact of different power levels of EV charging.
The study finds that the impact of the EV-charging power level is significant on the local
residential electricity demand. The sharp peaks are introduced in the local electricity
demand, while fast charging is employed even when EVs are connected to the residential
distribution transformer. It is noticed from Table 1 that fast charging (40 kW) has substantial
impacts on residential distribution connected with EVs, since charging events are shorter
but steeper at the time of fast and coordinate charging is adopted. The power demand
could increase to 40% EVs. An increase of about 27.05% for Profile 1, 8.23% for Profile 2,
37% for Profile 3 and 4.17% for Profile 4 is reported when 100 EVs are considered. The
charging times are decreased with the increase in charging power, hence, a fewer number
of vehicles can be charged simultaneously when a more robust charging infrastructure is
obtainable. With the improved modeling used in this study and the assumption of fast
and coordinate charging under the EV market share of approximately 40%, the maximum
100 EVs are charged at a different schedule in the simulated day.
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4.2. Residential Grid Voltage Profile Assessment

In addition to presenting power demand, average transformer load factor and peak
transformer load factor, the analytical representation of voltage and current is imperative
when considering large-scale EV integration. This section deals with the analysis of
residential grid voltage and current. The voltage sag of the residential grid with coordinated
charging is shown in Figure 7a. For 40% EV penetration, the maximum voltage sag reaches
1.96% from 8:40 a.m. to 9:20 a.m.
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The voltage sag increased to 1.77% from 6:35 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The voltage deviation is
the difference between the nominal voltage and the actual voltage. According to Equation
(8), the root means the square value is usually used to calculate the voltage deviation.

V =

√∫ T
0 v2(t)dt

T
(8)

For 40% EV penetration, the voltage deviation increased to 8% from 8:40 a.m. to
9:20 a.m. and 10% from 6:35 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The figure illustrates that by increasing
the penetration level of EVs, the system energy losses increase. The voltage sag of the
residential grid with coordinated charging for charging Profile 2 is shown in Figure 7b. For
40% EV penetration, the maximum voltage sag reaches 2.21% from 6:15 p.m. to 6:50 p.m.
The voltage deviation increased to 10% from 6:15 p.m. to 6:50 p.m.

Figure 8a illustrated the voltage deviation of the residential grid with coordinated
charging (charging Profile 3). The voltage deviation increased to 8% from 8:15 a.m. to 9:30
a.m. and 10% from 7:15 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and voltage sag increased 1.521%. The voltage
sag of the residential grid with coordinated charging is shown in Figure 8b for charging
Profile 4. For 40% EV penetration, the maximum voltage sag reaches 1.93% at 3:40 a.m.
to 5:00 a.m.—the voltage deviation of the residential grid with coordinated charging. For
40% EV penetration, the voltage deviation increased to 8% from 3:40 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. The
above analysis illustrates that by increasing the penetration level of EVs, the system energy
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losses increase. Therefore, optimal calculation of EV penetration level is imperative for
minimizing the overall energy losses.
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Table 2 presents the residential electrical-power demand, highlighting different voltage
sag and deviation values under four EV-charging scenarios. The voltage sag is introduced to
the grid voltage disturbance, while fast charging is employed even when EVs are connected
to the residential distribution transformer. It is noticed from Table 2 that fast charging has
substantial impacts on residential distribution connected with EVs. An increase of about
1.96% to 1.77% for Profile 1, 2.21% for Profile 2, 1.96% to 1.521% for Profile 3 and 1.93% for
Profile 4 is reported when 100 EVs are considered. Moreover, the voltage deviation could
vary between 8% and 10%. The analysis indicates that the residential grid will be unstable
in this circumstance.

Table 2. Various EV-charging profiles of residential electrical power demand under the electricity
distribution transformer, considering 1000 residential load.

Charging Profile Voltage Sag Voltage Deviation Time

Profile 1
1.96% 8% 8:40 a.m. to 9:20 a.m.

1.77% 10% 6:35 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Profile 2 2.21% 10% 6:15 p.m. to 6:50 p.m.

Profile 3
1.96% 8% 8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

1.521% 10% 7:15 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Profile 4 1.93% 8% 3:40 a.m. to 5:00 a.m.

5. Conclusions

In this research, the electricity demand of a medium-scale residential grid comprising
1000 households was modeled and simulated by considering large-scale EV penetration
to the network. This study modeled the housing demand and EVs based on a bottom-up
approach that quantifies the energy-use behaviors of consumers and the use by real-world
vehicles to help evaluate the overall and local effects of coordinated EV charging. MATLAB
simulation of 100 electric vehicles and different charging scenarios were developed based
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on a lookup-table-based charging approach. Four charging scenarios were developed and
considered coordinated fast charging methods. Respective distribution system parameters
were evaluated, such as power demand, average transformer load factor, peak transformer
load factor, voltage sag/swell and voltage deviation at the time of EV charging.

The result demonstrated that power demand and average transformer load factor
increase sharply when charging. It can be determined that a 40% EV integration in the
analysis system would result in a power demand increase of about 27.05% for Profile 1,
8.23% for Profile 2, 37% for Profile 3 and 4.17% for Profile 4 when 100 EVs are considered.
The average transformer load factor increase is estimated to be 0.43, 0.368, 0.47 and 0.36,
respectively, for considered scenarios. Furthermore, the residential grid voltage sag in-
crease is estimated to be 1.77% for Profile 1, 2.21% for Profile 2, 1.521% for Profile 3 and
1.93% for Profile 4. As a result, the findings suggest that the electrical energy network is
becoming more unreliable as the power load rises. Consequently, the charging load must be
minimized to ensure the security of the operation of the distribution network. The results
of four charging cases are charged at various intervals, revealing that the residential grid is
reliable if the EVs that are charging are not attached to the grid. That is because the demand
for mobile energy is far from that of heavy electric load busses, such as residential buses,
thus relieving the local electricity burden. Therefore, changing the connection between
transportation and distribution networks is an efficient way to gain more energy margins
in the distribution grid and reduce electric energy interruption in the same electrical energy
demand. Furthermore, considering the important local impacts of electric vehicle charging,
the authors believe that future research needs to focus further on understanding consumers’
drive and charge behavior and the complexities of the option of residential electronic
charging networks. Moreover, the validation with realistic EV charging profiles can be
carried out in future research works.
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Abbreviations

BMS battery management system
DN distribution network
DRA Distributed Resource Allocation
EVs electric vehicles
G2V grid-to-vehicle
ICE Internal Combustion Engine
LIB lithium-ion battery
OCV open-circuit voltage
RESs renewable energy sources
SOC state of charge
ToU time of use
VPP virtual power plant
V2G vehicle-to-grid
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Parameters

Qt current capacity
Qn nominal capacity
Cbat overall battery capacities
Vbatt oc open-circuit voltage of a battery
rbatt internal battery resistance
Ibatt current of EV battery
PEV power required to charge the EV battery
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